
WORKBOOK 



In this workshop, you will be learning how to create a number of 
different dimensional lettering styles. Lettering styles can be fun, 
traditional, formal and quirky. We will explore how to take a 
basic style of lettering, and elevate it by adding the appearance 
of dimension. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: 
 Various pens and markers; shadow marker & highlight pen 
 This workbook 
 A ruler  
 Extra paper for practicing 
 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN: 
 Make sure that you are seated comfortably at a table or 

desk 
 Have all of your supplies close by 
 
GETTING STARTED: 
 Practice your pen strokes. 

 Get the ink flowing in your pens and markers 
 Warm up: grip your pens comfortably  

 Take your time and stay relaxed 
 You can trace the letter shapes in this guide for practice, 

but feel free to experiment with your own, personal 
lettering style. 

START CREATING: 
 Start applying the techniques to your projects 
 Try designing a word art poster using the different lettering 

techniques from this workbook 
 

CONTINUE PRACTICING: 
 Great lettering technique doesn’t happen over night — as 

with any new craft or hobby, ongoing practice is key! 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO 

Dynamic Lettering 



Basic Lettering Styles 
There are 3 basic lettering styles: 1) Print  2) Script and 3) Block 
We will be referencing these styles throughout this workbook and building on each of them to create the look of dimension 
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SHADOW BASICS 

To create shadows, you will need to determine  the direction of your light source 
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 ADVANCED SHADOW PRACTICE 

Practice creating shadows from different angles. 

Remember to imagine each part of the letter as 

being a solid line. This will help you to determine 

where to place the shadow. 

 

 

 



OUTLINE BASICS 

Outlining your lettering can help to make it stand out. Outline your lettering in a darker color than the word itself. Practice by tracing 

the word along the very edge 

 

OFFSET OUTLINE 

Now, practice expanding the outline slightly from the edge. Keep the outline a consistent distance from the word, all around  

 

 

Build Exercise: 

 Write a word 

 Outline the edge 

 Add a shadow 

Build Exercise: 

 Write a word 

 Offset outline the 

edge 

 Add a shadow 



HIGHLIGHT BASICS 

Adding highlights to your lettering can further enhance the dimension of your lettering. Pairing a shadow and highlight together  

create the ultimate appearance of dimension. Add highlight to the side that the light source is coming from; opposite the shadow 

 

Hello  
ADVANCED HIGHLIGHT PRACTICE: 

Angle the location of your light source and adjust 

your highlight to reflect the change 

HIGHLIGHT PRACTICE: 

 Write a word 

 Add shadow 

 Add Highlight 



RIBBON BASICS 

Practice creating a ribbon effect by darkening your upstrokes. Determine what side of the “ribbon” will be the front and the back 

 

 

Build Exercise: 

 Draw a ribbon 

 Outline the  edge 

 Add a shadow 

 Highlight the ribbon 



 

 

ADVANCED RIBBON PRACTICE 

Practice creating a longer ribbon and identify the front and back of the ribbon using the same technique as the previous page 

 

ADVANCED RIBBON PRACTICE continued 

Now practice creating a ribbon effect on letters and words 

 



FILL VARIATIONS 

Filling your text can give your lettering a fun look. Practice filling in the words below with different effects 

 

 
OMBRE 

 Fade from a darker color to a lighter color 

 Fade can start from the bottom or top of the word 

GALAXY 

 Fill word in with a darker color 

 Add stars and planets using a white or silver ink 

DOT FADE 

 Start from the bottom of the word 

 Add dots and begin to fade as you work up the letter 

POLKA DOT 

 Fill word with any color 

 Add dots throughout the letter 
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ADVANCED FILL VARIATIONS 

Practice using various colors to create dimensional effects on the letters below 

STUDDED FACETED 



PULLING IT ALL TOGETHER 

Combine any number of techniques that you learned from this workbook, to create countless dynamic lettering styles 

* Shadow *Outline  *Highlight  *Fill  

 


